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There is widespread consensus in the literature on the sociology and history of universities and fields of intellectual pursuit about the crucial role “institutionalization” plays in the development of scholarly specialties. But there is rarely agreement about the meaning of this catchword like term. Another difficulty in this matter is that indicators used to make institutionalization a commonly applicable concept do not carry the same socio-historical significance in different countries and points of time. And when and where agreement on the conceptual level could be reached, data are seldom at hand for meaningful transnational comparisons. This collection of essays and texts brings together – probably for the first time – comparable country based reports on pre-selected disciplines in the social sciences and the humanities as well as their cross-disciplinary and cross-national analyses in a number of societies in Europe and overseas for the long period starting in 1945. The book covers seven disciplines, but occasionally and locally refers to several others to define the historically moving position of social sciences in both the institutional structure and intellectual space of national societies concerned. A strong stress will be laid in our comparisons on their relative position, public visibility and prestige in the intellectual space and within state organized academic structures. To account for Europe’s diversity with regard to the public and academic function of the social sciences several Western and East-Central European cases will be drawn upon, together with reports on Argentina, Brazil and the United States.

The overall aim of the book is to raise a set of questions for a variety of disciplines and countries by using similar concepts, indicators and data of both quantified and qualitative nature. An introduction by the editors will outline the approach, discuss competing contributions and present a rationale for the choices of disciplines and countries in point.

1. Key indicators of institutionalization

In this part five institutions-related pillars on which the development of the scientific field rests will be analyzed and data will be resorted to primarily to illustrate major trends – whether parallel or different ones : (1) “Research” focuses on agencies committed to scholarly investigations, the training and the reproduction of staffs of specialists - like universities, state founded and funded research centers, professional associations and networks as well as – occasionally – privately run extramural study groups or chapels. Social sciences and other specialties will be compared here in their historical development. (2) “Teaching” deals with historical processes of integration of the social sciences in higher education, the organization of training institutions in their development in time, changing academic curricula and degrees awarded in the different disciplines, transformations of conditions of access to study tracks in the social sciences. (3) “Output” concentrates on what SSH academics produce, primarily publications for various clienteles, their forms, institutional support and topics. Common practices of publishing will be contrasted to quantitative measures of circulation of SSH products in journals, books and other media. (4) “People” includes quantified estimations and measures of the size and quality of the personnel engaged in social studies, both in absolute numbers over time and related to other disciplines. Objectified references to their social extraction and educational background will be attempted. The same will concern student bodies in tertiary education. Basic information on changing job market conditions for academics in fields under study will also be investigated. (5) “Recognition” deals with awards, rankings and other forms of public and academic evaluation of specialists in the social sciences, such as their citation in encyclopedic lists of ‘reputational elites’. 
2. An European map of SSH disciplines

In this part each discipline covered in the book will be presented in a separate chapter. Each report will strive to compare disciplines across nations and time related serial data. The roster of disciplines under study comprise (1) anthropology and folklore, (2) economics, (3) national literature, (4) philosophy, (5) political science, (6) psychology (and psychoanalysis) (7) sociology (and demography). Each paper will try to portray the particular disciplinary specialty on the strength of (preferably quantitative) data serving as sets of indicators outlined in part 1. Evaluations will be attempted about degrees of development and levels of institutionalization of the disciplines under scrutiny among themselves in each country and in a transnational perspective.  

3. European diversity: Country reports

Contributions will refer in most concrete terms to (1) France, (2) Germany, (3) Hungary, (4) Italy, (5) the Netherlands, and (6) the United Kingdom (England in particular) as illustrations for Europe. Some more European and some overseas cases should be added on Argentina, Brasil and the United States. The focus will be on national particularities which mold all SSH disciplines as well as others. Again, individual cases will be presented both descriptively and analytically following indicators elaborated in part 1.

4. Illustrative Cases 

Throughout the book we will insert small boxes on the development of a particular discipline in one of the countries covered here. These short portraits should help the reader to get basics about cases unknown to them and offer pragmatic illustrations of findings and insights gained from more analytically oriented chapters.

5. Concluding remarks

A conclusion will be proposed by the editors highlighting in particular lacunae, suggestions and possible options for further studies in the emerging field of the socio-historical study of the SSH.
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