VK
Political science in Hungary 
	The main source of PS in the country – like elsewhere - had to do with liberal or conservative trends of political philosophies born during the nation building process in the 19th century following Western patterns. Tocqueville was translated immediately into Hungarian (1843).  Post-enlightenment liberalism had a strong impact on the nobility preparing the 1948 Revolution and fight for independence against Austria and – after the failure of the latter –  it became government doctrine in the generation achieving political autonomy in the 1867 political compromise. In the liberal camp József Eötvös (1813-1871) and István Széchenyi (1791-1860), on the conservative side József Kemény (1814-1875) and later József Asbóth (1845-1911) were influential. In the early 20th century in the wake of a Catholic intellectual revival opposing the ruling nationalist liberalism the conservative bishop Ottokár Prohászka (1858-1927) and the Christian-socialist Sándor Gieswein (1858-1923) promoted different but credible socio-political programs.
	 historical context at birth

	In Hungarian Law faculties and legal colleges the study of ‘state science’ (with reference to constitutional and administrative law) served from early on as an option against other legal subjects. Problems of political science in the modern sense (with topics like national minorities, dependence from Austria, anti-Semitism, socialism, voting habits, etc.) was a staple preoccupation in the Society for Social Research (1901-1919) and its radical branch, the Galilei Circle (1908-1919) around Oszkár Jászi (1875-1957). This was a think tank preparing the democratic reform of the established post-feudal state. The implementation of political reforms failed though in 1918-1919 and the best minds of this generation of future political thinkers were forced into emigration, including the young Aurel Kolnai (1900-1973) or Karl Mannheim (1893-1947) .
	first initiatives for professionalize

tion before 1919

	. The violent backlash after the leftist experiences led to the anti-Semitic and authoritarian ‘Christian Regime’ (1919-1945), for which a conservative version of political science appeared as an intellectual source of legitimacy. Thus the discipline obtained its first chair at the University of Szeged (1921), followed later in Budapest. Data related to the discipline (electoral statistics, anti-Semitic agitation and movements, right radical professional associations, the mounting tide of nazification in the  late 1930s) were staple topics of the intellectual press in the post-1919 rump state. The discipline could though achieve no significant autonomy as compared to social statistics, sociology or political journalism.
	In the ‘Christian Regime’ of the post-Trianon ‘rump state’ (1919-1944)

	This trend continued in a different key with the disastrous collapse of the old regime in 1945. From early on modern Political Science lost all its hitherto existing weak institutional backing under the ideological pressure of Stalinism. During the  transition years the only notable event may be identified in the publication of some seminal essays on socio-political traps of modern East Central Europe by István Bibó (1911-1978), future minister of state in the revolutionary coalition government of 1956, political prisoner and major source of inspiration for generations of political scientists up to the present.  After 1948 all contemporary approaches of contemporary societies were forced in the straitjacket of official Marxism-Leninism (or ‘scientific socialism’), becoming till 1989 mandatory subject at all levels of public instruction. The post 1956 thaw eased up the blackout of contemporary social studies inspired by the West. Starting slowly, realistic thinking about politics found new intellectually ‘generalist’ organs for timid expressions, like Valóság (1958) /Reality/ or Világosság /Light/. 
	After 1945 – regime change, Stalinism and post-Stalinism (till cc. 1964)

	The breakthrough was prepared in the aftermath of the amnesty (1964) of most political prisoners jailed after 1956. It was connected to the preparation of a major reform of the very controversial ‘plan guided’ economic system, critically discussed in view of a degree of liberalization. The reform could be only partially implemented due to late Stalinist resistance, but some modern social studies were henceforth admitted to develop under Party sponsorship. In 1966 an Institute of Social Studies was set up, which started to fund empirical research on major ‘social problems’ (like poverty, the Gypsy integration, the living conditions of industrial workers, work patterns of factory directors, etc.). For Political Science a decisive step was the foundation in 1969 of a Center for Public Opinion Research under Tamás Szecskő (1933-1998), a unique agency of this sort in the socialist bloc. Though under strict control of the Political Bureau of the ruling party, there were henceforth public institutions to organize, fund and promote empirical research in matters political proper, even if some of their production had only limited circulation (or reserved for members of the Party nomenklatura only). The professionals began to organize themselves and achieved a limited measure of autonomous development in the 1980s due to the relaxation of the control of one party regime. Under the combined influence of the ‘internal’ critique of the Party State emanating from relevant studies of the economists János Kornai (1928-) and Tibor Liska (1925-1994), or – indirectly - the historian of ‘ the three regions of Europe’ Jenő Szűcs (1928-1988)  and the sociologist of historic trends of class mobility Rudolf Andorka (1931-1997) the first Western type research agencies of Political Science were born well before the regime transition of 1989. Though Marxism-Leninism was still paid lip service officially, the first professional ‘politicists’ found tolerant and receptive organs for their works in journals like Medvetánc /Bear’s dance/ (1981-1989) or Századvég (Fin de siècle) since 1985, not mentioning the samizdat publications of the political dissidence or the book series abroad maintained by the intellectual emigration (like the Parisian Cahiers hongrois edited by Pierre Kende - 1927-). An emerging generation of young political thinkers like János Kis (1943-) or György Bence (1941-2006) benefited from these Western contacts as well as from grants offered by the Open Society Fund (introduced by the philanthropist  George Soros in accord with the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1984). A Political Science Association could already be set up in 1982 and, may be even more importantly, in the same year the Academy of Science accepted for the first times the nomination of academic candidates and doctors in the discipline. After the foundation of sociological departments, the University of Budapest founded its first teaching unit in Political Science in 1984, only to become a full scale department in 1989, followed by other universities later on.
	State guided professionalization in the ‘liberal’ phase of the Kádár regime (cc. 1964-1989)

	After the ‘negotiated revolution’ of 1989 and the dismantlement of the Party State into a pluralistic democracy, there was no obstacle to the full professionalization of Political Science in Hungary.
 A sketch of recent development may start with the appearance of university departments in Arts and Social Science faculties of most universities. Since the introduction of PhD programs (to replace ‘academic candidacy’ up to 2003 when the latter ceased to be issued) a number of specialized doctoral schools were set up. As of 2013 there were five schools in activity : at Corvinus University in Budapest (with 15 staff and 35 students), at ELTE University (with 20 staff and 34 students), at the University of Pécs (with 10 staff and 25 PhDs granted), at the Central European University (with 12 Hungarian staff and 25 PhDs granted) and lately at Pázmány Catholic University with 8 staff and 17 PhDs granted). In the same time there were some 250-300 BA and MA students specializing in Political Science altogether in the country. 
The feminization of the discipline was belated and slow. 16 Women were counted out of 98 PhDs officially recorded by 2013. 14 % of the staff of doctoral schools were women around 2010 (as against 29 % on average for all social studies and humanities). The Hungarian Academy appointed 11 ‘academic doctors and 94 ‘candidates’ before 2003 in the discipline, out of which 20 % of women (as against 22 % women in all the social sciences and humanities).

The intensity of the accelerated process of professionalization can be illustrated by the fact that since 1911 the Institute of Political Science of the Academy is integral part of Center for Social Studies of the Academy of Sciences and the discipline is illustrated by a large number of recently created specialized journals, as follows : Law Theory Review (2000), Polanyiana (1991), Political Science Review (1992/, Central European University Political Science Journal (2006),  Kommentár (2006), Intersections (2015). They regularly publish studies or abstracts of studies in English. Topical areas include trust, sovereignty, power, authority, human rights, dignity, constitutionalism, etc. 
	Main institutional developments since 1989 
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