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Sociology in Hungary since 1945
	The first initiatives related to the birth of social sciences had to do with the emerging nation state involving public efforts and investments in modernization of academic institutions after 1867 in the liberal Dual Monarchy 
	 historical context at birth

	Three acts of foundation : 1. infrastructure for gathering data on the state of the society after 1867: a national (Károly Keleti – 1933-1892) and a Budapest statistical office (József Kőrösi – 1844-1906). 2. The two universities (in Budapest and since 1872 in Kolozsvár/Cluj) taught in their Law Faculties elements of political science and statistics, while their Philosophical Faculties offered programs in geography, folklore studies and social history, and later (after 1900) even sociology proper in form of special lectures. 3. Privately founded disciplinary learned societies with or without support from the Academy of Sciences (HAS founded in 1825). 
	first initiatives

	In 1900 a Society for Social Science was born (Oszkár Jászi – 1875-1957) with an influential journal Twentieth Century and large urban (heavily Jewish and Budapest based) intellectual audience. Its radical branch was the Galilei circle (1906). They produced till 1918 a vast array of studies touching upon crucial social issues of the time (feudal property, urban and rural pauperism, industrial relations under early capitalism, maintenance of gentry prevalence in government, criminality, Magyar hegemony in the multiethnic state, the ‘Jewish Question’, crass political inequalities due to suffrage restrictions, etc.). Their dual opposition to the Catholic Church (hostile to secularisation and liberalism) and the conservative-liberal nationalist governments radicalised the movement, which prepared the intellectual leaders of the 1918-1919 revolutions.
	first attempts at professionalization

	Due to their promotion in academe during the short liberal ‘October Revolution’ (1918) ending the Dual Monarchy, and the participation of some of them in the Republic of Soviets (March-July 1919), the most prominent young protagonists involved in sociological initiatives emigrated to the West (like Georg Lukács – 1885-1971, Oszkár Jászi, Karl Mannheim – 1993-1947 -, Karl Polányi – 1886-1964 -, Arnold Hauser – 1892-1978).  
	crisis in 1918/19 

	With the conservative and anti-Semitic policies of the new regime, former initiatives were suspended or outlawed (including the Freemasonry, serving as an important ideological support). Anti-Jewish academic numerus clausus (1920) and rampant violence in university campuses forced many would-be social scientists to emigrate.  
	‘Christian Regime’
in the Rump State

after 1919, from White Terror to Nazification (1938-1945)

	New government policies aimed at the realization of ‘intellectual superiority’ of Hungarians in the region, thanks to investments in education : four full universities, research institutes in Vienna, Berlin and Rome (capitals of geopolitical allies), upgrading of the Budapest commercial academy into a Faculty of Economics (1920), strengthening of the two statistical offices. Hence further professionalization of these scholarly service crafts (economics, demography, social history and statistics) engaged in part in sociological research proper. The best example of this is the first ever country wide survey of professional mobility in Europe within the 1930 census.

	new government policies of intellectual modernization before 1945

	Statistical services succeeded to produce new social data of exceptional quality on inequalities in - among others – education, taxation, share of national income,, social stratification, unemployment, economic activities of women, depopulation, etc. New journals of conservative orientation were published for the study of social issues. A Society of Social Science was revived under governmental sponsorship. Some (very few) relevant appointments were made in the Arts Faculties (for sociology a lectureship in Pécs and a first chair in Budapest by 1942). The first state funded small research institutes – like the Teleki Institute – were founded in the late 1930s.
Still, the most decisive steps in the development of social studies were made outside academia thanks to leftist as well as rightist oppositional activists, members of the circles of the so-called ‘populist ethnographers’ (Gyula Illyés – 1902-1983 -, Ferenc Erdei – 1910-1971 -, Géza Féja – 1900-1978, Zoltán Szabó – 1912-1984). Their studies focused on the exploration of rural pauperism, high infant mortality, ethnic inequalities, conflicts and violence in village life, feudal relations of power and authority in latifundia, the growth of ‘nativist’ sects outside historic Churches in the rural proletariat, the immobility of small town communities and life styles. 


	intellectual developments related to sociology

	The disastrous fall of the old regime (combined with the Holocaust and the territory, including Budapest, becoming a battlefield) brought about a ‘democratic transition’ controlled by the Red Army. It comprised a short lived boom for social research – as in the temporarily (till 1948) revived Teleki Institute -, marked by purges of the academic staff compromised with Nazism, the termination of anti-Jewish counter-selection in academe, admission of women in all fields of advanced learning. A number of new journals were founded, among them the general cultural organ with heavy orientation to social problems Valóság /Reality/ still operating. Major exploratory studies by the political sociologist István Bíbó on the ‘Jewish question’ and historical dead ends of Eastern European societies since Enlightenment. 
	the transition to Communism (1945-1948

	Hard core Stalinist rule brought about further and dogmatically justified purges in academia, the ideological Gleichschaltung of curricula in higher education, the banning of social sciences like sociology as ‘bourgeois sciences’ and their substitution by the official marxist-leninist doctrine. ). The latter was made mandatory in all levels of education. The freshly appointed (1946) professor of sociology in Budapest University, Sándor Szalai -1912-1983 - was jailed as a social democrat (1950). Severe political censorship of publications was enforced. In the same time considerable investments were made in education, conducive to growing student figures in universities, accompanied by in-depth institutional reforms, with a degree of separation of teaching and research : The Academy of Sciences /HAS/ received enhanced funding and new functions : specialized research institutes (in history, literary studies, etc.) were founded and centrally administered ‘academic degrees’ created (‘candidature’, ‘academic doctorate’, membership in the HAS). Contacts with the West were all but proscribed. A social class quota system (peasants, workers, progressive intellectuals) against ‘bourgeois recruitment’ enforced in university admissions.
	The Stalinist take-over (1948-1956) and its ideological and academic reforms

	Pressure on Western type social studies relaxed after the 1956 October uprising followed by heavy repression (over 300 executions and thousands of prison sentences). But contacts with the West started to be reestablished in spite of 150 000 illegal emigrant. In 1964 abandonment of the socialist class quota system in university enrollments. Gradual and restricted relaxation of censorship on publications.. 
	aftermath of the Revolution . carrot and baton

	After the end of the post-1956 repression (amnesty in 1963) official readmission of sociological disciplines (sociology proper, demography, ethnology) in academic research and – later – in university curriculums. politically disappointed former Stalinist prime minister András Hegedűs – 1922-1999 - was entrusted with the organisation of a sociological study group (1963), becoming later a research Institute of the HAS. Since 1969 evening courses in sociology at the University of Budapest by Tibor Huszár – 1930- , later transformed into a normal study track. First large scale, publicly funded surveys on contemporary social inequalities : in education by Suzanne Ferge – 1931-, Gypsies and poverty by István Kemény – 1925-2008 -, in the demographic transition and historical trends of social mobility by Rudolf Andorka – 1931-1997 -,  in the transformation of families by László Cseh-Szombati – 1925-2007 - , in urban housing by Iván Szelényi – 1938-).  Political pressure mounted occasionally, leading to the forced emigration of several major sociologists (like Kemény, Szelényi) who would reoccupy positions only after 1989 in Hungarian sociology. The Paris based book collection Cahiers hongrois published many relevant research reports refused by Hungarian state publishers. (The volumes were smuggled back into Hungary)
	a new start 1963- cc.1975

	Beginning of the professional self-assertion and autonomization of the sociological discipline. Progressive introduction of special courses and chairs in every university. Foundation of the Hungarian Sociological Association, together with its journal Szociológia (1983)  Rudolf Andorka (a former military forced laborer) appointed in the chair of the Economic University in Budapest (1984). The state authority to support scholarly research OTKA began its operations in 1986. The relaxation of political pressure allowed the Open Society Foundation to operate since 1984. Funded by George Soros, an American-Hungarian philanthropist in agreement with the HAS, it offered substantial research support to social scientists. 
	emergence of state funded and controlled professional sociology (cc. 1975 – 1989)

	The fall of communism in 1989 led to major institutional and intellectual transformations by eliminating the remaining rests of censorship and the obstacles of contacts with the West, Hungary joining the European Union in 2004. Main institutional developments : abolition of the ‘candidacy’ degree (2003) of the HAS and its replacement by PhD, as part of the Bologna system of studies, foundation of disciplinary ‘doctoral schools’, foundation of the post-graduate Central European University (under USA sponsorship) in Budapest – 1992 -, a most successful international research university in the social sciences with English tuition, extension of the OTKA operations. Sociological departments opened progressively in every new university, even in private ones.
Hungarian scholars and students were henceforth entitled to benefit from Erasmus or Marie Curie grants, participate in European or other cooperative research project without restrictions. The internal autonomy of the HAS and universities was strengthened (at least till the 2010s). The Hungarian Sociological Association operated with a number of active subsectors and several new journals like Replika (1991) were born. A new generation of young sociologists emerged with ever stronger Western connections, but no leading schools or dominant paradigms are as yet in sight.
The feminization of the discipline was from the outset in the 1970s more advanced than in most other social sciences. Sociology became together with psychology, pedagogy or art history one of the most feminized SSH. Around 2010 some 21 % active ‘academic doctors’ (against an average of 13 % for the whole SSH sector) were women. The comparable proportion was 31 % among ‘academic candidates (against an average of 24 %). In the same time 36 % doctoral staffs of the discipline were women (against an average for all SSH of 29 %).   
	Main institutional developments since 1989 
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