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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN CHRISTIAN: COLLE

The universities of India” do not
include Religion among the subjects
‘which they teach- This pointed
gmission may reflect the “‘secular’’
policy of a State, in which ditferent
r'eligicpgs are professed, und in which
any incursion into the religious field
might invite allegations of bias and
the danger of bitter controversy, On
the other hal?a it may reflect the
gmore doubtfu ‘assumption bf-a segu—
lar age thatgtie intelligent man has
gpuigrown theé' npeed for ‘religion so

= that an adequateducation may safely
ignore the whole field.

Education f6r Wholeness

Whatever the reasons the ex-
clusion cf relifion from university
education’ inevitably means a silent
but eloquent propagation of the idea
that it is a subject unnecessary for
the wholeness of man. By thllsdis~
counting the whole element of depth
which reminds us that man is not
Summed up in the things of time and
space, it does a grave disservice to
the true interests of bumanity.

This attitnde Indian Universities
share with somé universities of the
West, thougha number of these are
now introducing religious

Such modern institutions products
of an age of rationalisms cc.m'tr_ga‘t
with the:

sharply in their foundations
‘older universities, products of an
Age of Faith, in which 1‘1131.%05’3_?,
was the **Queen of the Seienkes..

unity, to beseen in a perspectiWof
-] e —ed b 1]‘9

meaning which is determined DY

centrality 6f the revealed truth of

God., B contrast, the modern Uni-
versitys having deliberately set aside
religious truth as irrelevant, has
been left without a standard to give
unity and & pattern of meaning 0
the whole. Consequently the student

studiess.”

These old universities were 1€ OUt en

come of a confidence that truﬂ%S' '

¥

William Stgwart

has no opportunity to see what a
university really is; a place where
the wholeness - of ‘knowledge 1s pur-
sued within’a total sense of mean=
ing and unity, Instead, as Ds.
Nicolas Zernov vigerously pointed

out when he was in India 18 minths.

ago, in this age of specialisation and
emphasis on technical skill, the uni-
Versity becomes a mere purveyor of
heterogeneous sense masses of infor=-

. mation which the undergraduate assi-

milates withno sense of coherent
meaning being offered to him-

Primary Concern in
Christian College

This is'a situation which no
Christian college can accept, with
equanimity. Whatever may be true
.of the universities, these Colleges are
JL}FF as truly religiovs feundations,
visible expressions of a decp faith
in the ultimate God-givén meaning
fulness of the world, as those uni-
}r‘ersnies in which theolrgy was the

Queen of the Sciences:” Confident
that all‘truth iz |G d's
,will couragecusly  investigate the
story of man and natore withcut fear
of" béi_rtp: led ' pstray, At . the same
time; agsured that the key to the in-
most’ meaning of all is given in the
Wordimade flesh, they  know that

/'the knowledge of Him, so far from
itrelevant in_ the scadfyric

'is fundamental for man's
jccovery of Nhimself *and his
ment- i ;

dheing,
%oﬂd.

* deep

Lolleges must continueto give reli-
gious instruction to all their students
who will receive it. They do not do
this out of a pious feeling that they
must pay some kind of homage to
their foundation, ncr yet out of a
desperate conviction that scmehow
Christian  propaganda  should be
made. They do it in the sober con-

truth, they -

s is the reason why Christian °

[ ]

wviction that this subject ,is the most
important that can be taught in a
university. There is no substitute
for it, certaiply not any kind of
neutral ‘moral instruction’; and the

student who misses it, misses the.

key sutject which could give meanivg
to all his other studierss
A Shocking Contradiction

ion can justi

§3utinucd inclas=
e | a‘college curri-
" &uch a eonviction is*
slearly the standard of
teaching muSt'reflect that hLigh value
that we put on it Unhappily here
we encounter a shocking contradict-
ion, for the truth is that in many
-colleges it is in this class that stand=
ards are abysmally loW
In other branches
is taken to ensure an adequate nu_mb-
er of teaching periede and tutorials.
In this branch, there may be as
little as one period per week and that
at an awkward hour and without
toll calle In other branches: there
is zn exact syllabus and carefully
chosen text—boc ks Hete the teacher
may be sert into the class with no

ion of
culum, but ;
genuine the

guidance whatsoever, to teach what
he lildge. Mgst. serious cf all, while
in other subjects the universily in=

dequately- qualified teachs
dbdWolleges are seady to give
study ledve that they may be still
better equipped, this class may be
handed over to any teacher who
happens to profess the Ghristian faith
without any attempt to ensure that
h_e has made any study of his faith
since he left Sunday School." While
_of course there are honourable;;xcep‘-
ions, there are also holders ot an M»
A, degree who have failed miserably
il an elementary examipation in
Bible knowledgé, and theie are irore
of these on college staffs who have

Notsg:“ng gess than this convict-

of sudy, care

GES -




2

not been put tothe testof an eXa—
mination, but who may . be teaching

“Scripture without even a syllabus
to help them.. Why is it that in
this subject only we are readv to
forget that a man may be a master
of one field of knowledge and yet
illiterate in another?

. The Basic Need.

This situation cannot be tolerated
by the authorities of any Christian
college who seriously mean it to re-
tain its Ohristian character- Steps
can quickly be taken to remedy the
defects in the time-table and the
lack of a syllabus, but the basic:
need is the treining of the staff.
Here something can be done locally
by special classes and short courses,
but it is doubtful if that kind of thing
can equip a teacher to handle this
key subject in a way at all compar-
able with the standard expected in
other classes:

. B Diploma Course
It was as a modest contribution
to meet this need, and in response to
several requests. that, in. 1955 the
Senate of Seramporélolleze—which
is after all In®a’s olfest) university

—introduced a on€year Diploma

Course in Religiod§ Knowledge in-

tended for graduate™ teachers in

Christian Colleges and High Schools.

The diploma is awarded in success

in an examination which includes

papers on the following subjects-

1. Genperal knowledge of the
Bible
2. History of the Hebrew people
8, Life and Teaching of Jesus
4. Life and Letters of St. Paul
5. Geperal Outlines of Church
History, from the beginning
to the present time
6. Outline of Christian Theo-
logy
These papers are set on the
standard of B- D: papers anda

student who has masteredithem will
ik hm-'e'l at least an outline of thl subject
. he will be teaching in cal

The course is intended for in—
t¢rnal study at one or other of the
B+ D. colleges in lIndia, and it is
hoped that Christian colleges, who
take their function seriously, will be
as ready to depute members of their

staff to work for this diploma, as
¢ they would be to let them study in
. some other field« It is disturbing that
. in the year 1955-56 only two candi-
dates were enrolled in all India;
put if the argument of this
article 1s sound at all, surely

more will be found ready to take at
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least this step towards givinga more
appropriate emphasis to the place of
religious instruction in the wholeness
of education:

Details of the Diploma in Reli-
gious Knowledge may be obtained
from the Registrar, Serampore
College, Serampores West Bengal.
Intending candidates are reguired to
register not later than August 10th,
1956 for the examinations in
1957 (Reproduced from DARSHAN)

In this connection our readers
will be interested to know that the
Bible School for Christian Teachers
started by the Alwaye Fellowship
House three years ago and conduct-
ed at Alwaye for a period of one
gmmh every summer was a humble

éginning in the above direction,

About ten to fifteen teachers from
the Colleges and High Schools of
Travancore-Cochin have been attend=-
ing this summer school every year
Bince it was started-
to know that Serampore is providin
- a4 one year course and hope that
more and more of our -Christian
Teachers will ayail themselves of this
opportunity every yeer,
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Thought for the Week

*T¢ is better to light one candle
than to curse the darkness-”
= A Chinese Saying,

The Church Weekly
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