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Thought for the week

Nothing is teo little to be ord- ered by our father; nothing too
little in which to see His hand; nothing which touches our souls, to
o little to accept frem Him’nothing too httle to be done to Him.

E. B- PUSEY.

| @J@1o10e)siasmo (The Sermon for the week)
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WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
* ABOUT WORK

Canon Alan Ricl}ardson, D. D:

Thus, from the New Testament
standpoint a man’s secular occup-
ation is a matter of secondary imp-
ortance; likewise«from the church’s
point of view it should be a matter
of merely @ secondary importance’
whether a man is a doctor or: a
brick-layer or in New testament
terms, it matters little whether a
Church member is a ruler, a 'tent-
maker, a silversmith or a seller of
of purple, provided that his occup-
ation' is not inconsistent with his
Obrisnan professions A silver smith
&ijter‘ his conversion, could no langer
enrich himself by making images of
Diana of the Ephesians, but most
of the occupations in which
©hristians ‘engaged would not thus
conflict with the profession of the
name' of Christe As a matter of
fact, we may infer from the New
g‘estament Epistles that a high

roportion of the rank-and-file mem-
the apostolic . church

were douloi. This word is usually
translated ‘'Servants,” “bond-serv-
ants’ or “Slaves,” in the Enolish
versions: But the factis that there
is no exact modern equivalent of it
because the social system of the
fl‘!.’St century A, D, has long ago
disapp@hred. The translation *‘slave”
suggests to modern ears something
much too harsh and cruel, and in
any case the douloi, or house hold
sla_wes of the Epistles were not the
criminal slaves of the mines and
galleys: They were preeminpently
the labouring classese But they were
0ot necessarily depressed, nor were
they depersonalised as modern
industrial workers often are- A slave
. might rise to a position of high
IE‘SPOHSIbﬂity in his master’s house-
hold, and' he was often treated with
respect and ‘affection as a  member
“of the family (cf. oiketaiin 1 Pet.
2:18 members of the oikos Or home)

Several of the Epistles cointain
exhortations addresseq te Christian
douloi concerning their duties as
workers (Col, 3: 22: 4. L; Eph 6: 5-9;

1 Timo6: 1,72, Tit, 2.9 710: and
1 Pet. 2 18-25) The general ins-
truction given is that Christian slaves
must obey those who are their
masters (kurioi)s not with eye-service
as men—pleasers, but as douloi of
Christ, working  as their Mastes
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(kurios) in heaven- They are to
commend Christian doctrine by the
blamelessness of their lives. If they
have Christian 'masters they must
not try to make undue advantage
of the fact- If they are treated
harshly, they must suffer gla'dly'l,
remembering the example of Christ's
passion., Their daily wqu; rg_ndered
faithfully as unto Christ will thus
become  ‘‘an adornment  of the
doctrine of God our saviour (‘I‘1t.
2:10 ) Though advice is thus given
to slaves, who form' the majorty
in the local congregations, masters
(kurioi) are not forgotten; as
occasional slave OWReL, such ?l;
Philomon would be found here an
there in Churhes. They are enjoined
to render to their (douloi) W,hatil is
just and  equal, remefnber‘m% at
they also bave a kurios IR eaven
(Col. 4: 1.), with whom,tl}ller%:lss;lf
respect - of ~ persons (Ep b eci)mes'
Thus, the earthly master s
the “‘type”’ of the Master in

and we find that tbe_ lal-’lgu?ge,
drawn from ancient social institutions
of the master-servant (kurios-

is used very

. h'
doulos) relationsiiP w Testament to

frequently in the Ne
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express the relationship between
Christians and their Liords Such catec=
hesis (instruction) would be unaccep-
table to mass of the ‘workers in
Q- AT m o d e r 'n
industrial societys Itis not possible
to. transfer the ethical advice relevant
to a situation long past and apply
it in the changed conditions of
today. We must not look . in' the
Bible for a code of social ethics
that will apply to our situation in
the twentieth century. . The
New  Testament catechesis @ for
douloi would sound like the “opinon’?
which the’ *‘bosses’’ dole | out
to the workers to keep them conten-
ted with their lot. It speaks of
duties and not of ‘“rights’’.. We
must. find new forms in which to
express the Christian attitude towards
daily work in terms of our present
social conditions. Yet, having said
this, we must assert also that the
early Christian worker’s catechesm,
as we find it preserved in the
New Testament Epistles, embodies
permanent truth concerning the
Christian  attitude towards worke
It remains true that the the Christian,
like other men, muost work
because work is . divine
ordinance for human life; he too
must work in order to earn his daily
bread, to sustain his family and to
secure the material basis of the good
life: Buat he now works from a
higher motive and under a different
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“him., He works not as unto

< oI -

7 - Reg: No. 5286. Licence No.

98

- - -
pressure, from those pressures of ©
hunger, fear apd gresd which arethe
incentives of other men. THe works
because he must but a new atritude
towards’ his work is implanted -ip
main,
but as dnto his Master in heaven,
and thus he finds in work well done
the satisfaction which cannot be
derived from earthly rewards or
dimipished ty earthly  hardships:

" Here lies the redemption of work;

significance of our work on earth lies
in its * earthly rewards but in its
character of service rendered to our
- Tuord in heaven, who wili prounou-
nce upon it the final verdict: “well
done, thou good and faithfol dogics;
. » - enter thou into the joy oi thy
thy kurios’ (Mat 25 21.23). It is
the final, the heavenly (eschatolog-
ical) goal which invests our earthly
labour * which the non-Christian can
never know; and thus the biblical
"doctrine of work is relvant only to
Christians. 1t can not be handed
out to the masses and the classes
as a resolution of ail pur problems

of “industry and labecur. It is the
Christian hepe . which  alone
renders = possible the  Christian

attitude towards work: There is in

the Bibie a close connection b€tween

work and worship- The Decato

gue sets the Qrdirance "'siz.day shalt
Vs A1k
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thou labour”’ within the frameworlk
of the commandment "to keep holy
the seventh day. Itis implied that
though wotk may occupy six-sevenths
of a/man’s life it is nevertheless
uot the svhole of it or  the highes:
part of it what  happens on. the
seventh days the worship of God
in His holy place, is man’s highest
activity here below, the anticipation
of that heavenly rest which remains
unto the people of God (cf. Heb 3:7-
4: 11) In the New Testamsnt, as
we have seen, we find the concept-
ion of work well done as as a service
that .is rendered to  our Master in
heaven, who thus becomes the ILord
of all our work, our ultimate kurios,
or ‘“employer’”’. There is thus a
sense in/ which it may be said that
laborare est orcre (oradorars), that
work and worship are like forms of
offering which Christian follc present
.to God- Man offers to Ged his
whole life in every part, inciuding
his worship and his work, Not, of
course, . that man can in virtus of his
own merits or skill offer angthing
that is worthy of the all holy God-
From the stand point of God’s
abselute ‘demand men must always
confess that they are ““anprofitable
douloit’” (Lk 17: 7-10).- But now in
Christ God has opened- for men a
way to himself, and men who are
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in  Christ, though
nevertheless bring their offerings to
God including all the labours
of their hands. No longer are they
called ' dowulai: they care  called
“iriends™ (Jn 15:14-15). This  pre-
found mystery, the deepest  truth
about the New Testament doctrine
of *work, is . given sacramental
expression in the Church’s central
act of worship, the “‘breakine of
bread”’ or-Euchatist. In this service
are brought and offered the fruiits
of the labours of men's hands, | the
bread' and wine, symbols €f all our
work. Here in the Ghurch's offering
God gives  back to us the gifts
that”we have brought to Him, by
now they are made. sacraments of
His grace, the very life of God
Himself, the sacred ‘bedy and blood
of Christs Here in the Eucha%ist is

enshrined &he whole,  mystery  of
man's labobr as well as the w} 1
drama of man’s redemption, Here

is the perfect symbol of the wholg-
ness of the Christian life, the Unity
of work and worship, the strange’
unbreakable link that exists betwe;n
the bread that is Won in the sweat
of man’s face and the bread of Jife
that is brought without money apd
without price- ;
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