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Thought for the Week.
It any one would tell you the shortest> surest way to all
happiness and all perfection he must tell you to make it a
rule to yourself to thank and praise God for everything
that happens to you- For it is certain that whatever see—
ming calamity happens to yow if you thank and praise
Cod for it you turn it into a blessing- William Law-

eyolanoeyedadans (TheSermon for the week)-
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ASCENDED AND GLORIFIED

S. Liuke concludes his Gospel
-with these words, ‘Jesus led the
disciples out until they were over
against Bethany: and He lifted up
Tis hands, and blessed them: And
-it came to pass, while He blessed,
them, He was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven- And they
‘worshipped Him, and returned to
.Jerusalem with great joy: and
were continu- ally in the temple,
blessing God’ (Liuke 04, 5-53).

Christians are sometimes asked
how One Who died so many years
ago can help them today, or how
One Whois in Heaven can hear
their prayers and sustain them in
their daily struggle., The joy of the
disciples when Jesus was taken from
their sight is the key to unders-
tanding it« Theirs was no agonised
parting; Jesus was not gone —
only His visible presence was with-_
drawn, but He was with them

stars stretching through space at
distances which make the mind reel
we can hardly think of heaven as
the upper storey of the world, as
was -done in former ages: Yet when -
we have made allowance for what
science teaches, the truth that God
is Creator remains; He is above
and ‘beneath, within yet beyond His
creation, all things are in His hands
and continue by the exercise of
His power. The old forms: of
thought, which spoke of Elijah
going up by a whirlwind into heaven,

\ when God called him unto Himself
S @o U o @‘1_ dflo. MR (IWo O®Idhale AVILDIDaom) This was the end- After always: And His disciples today still retain their truth and force:
omainlannal sanm Al 842  em. all those happy months together, can bear the same testimony, for and Christ shewed His final return

DAEICHIEMOHMDO BRI EHM
@PE3a00 AMIWIWT o) snela)
emlaean. Qi8sso @R §2Q1C0
020 & TV lwIem®,
Qf)aNIGd DEIBnMY) 018116
eqvoimamaylsemaimil g
emlbgaimigagaice  aimmaim
@MW al5andd “srmowmﬁce,@@
afl. EROIWM MSIMSYo, i)
QWSS VAo 9a1dlalom)
oine WD1eRINTasnmwe 60106,
aM al®1Q) aes Mlanensm
o 621G NEMIeM™* agan m1d

BHM0 MSEDMM I HAVDHOS
QBB 2I5ENINO GO0 lg 1o
MeOAM MIOOR), of OBl
OMVIBHVIRBS, ol5anId  @RAITVO
63D mo%agﬂrg@mama’lm’o @’
0 2]@WIRYs aIDIM1NQIGHMOANEAI
6Mo, HIV5Mo EPD” GREIFLMIYNS
BlaMsMM@MIeMm”.  @RRITV® al5dnd
OMm" ERLIDIODE]-

esmeoamow]: “oomeoan 1o
@IDAV]BRTN - MOD, OS  (TVEIANE3
@ all. :denidm  @paeUlaesm

Mmapes qUERYNS WEJUS D oy,
@ af00aje ORI ORI TN
@  QEHIMIADG, 6TV WIHTG
MELMDIW BTWHTFo OHN3 1307
e, 9 GRAEAWPHID QM ™ Isim}
allezmanlanymHado az@aegﬂam"[_
OmI @D eMEAIBEI BAV OV Do
camI®o, m1mnmg}ﬂae| DY@
oam10d aVDICeET2] MDD g
OIMEAWISH " M”  mlaH M HIO B
a1 laiom]lajmisado

o adpt
@IEM~ NN @IVO s 0ho

ail

Jesus' was going &ways and they
would see Him no more. Surely
it was a time for silence and tears,
as they girded themselves to face
life without Him: S. Luke descri-
bes ‘elsewhere the sgene on the
seashore at Miletus, when S. Paul
said goodbye to the leaders of the
‘Church at Ephesus: how they embr-
aced and kissed him and broke down
in tears at the thought that they
would dee' his face no moré. If it
~was so hard to part from 8. Paul,
how much harder was it to part

in the roar of great cities and the
silence of the open country, in hours
of joy and times of suffering, - the
companionship of Jesus is a daily
realitys, without which they could
not go OnD.
What is the Secret?
~ Let us then consider the mea-
ning of what the disciples saw that
day, when Jesus was parted from
them, and carried up into  heaven,
and a cloud received Him out of
their sight.

If Jesus had not gone away,
where had He gone? And why did

to God in an ascent. But there was
another sign, which shewed that He
was not simply man being taken
up to God, for we are told that =
cloud received Him out of their
sight.

Crowning Triumph

This was not a mere mountain mist,
but the cloud which in the Old
Testament history was the sign of
the Divine Presence. ‘Clouds and
darkness are round about Him,”
we read in one of the Psalms, and
the disciples knew, as every Jew

i i Az ) : . Who was loved with
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vanishing from their sight as He

when God was present. So now
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overshadowing, and the future to

' be faced without them,

Departed yet Present )
Yet we read that it was not in

the uttermost grief that the disciples
gazed up at the cloud which had
taken their Master from their sights
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the temple blessing and praising

that He would be with them always,

‘ even to the end of the world.

He was gone from their sight’
but not from their side; His visible

until then, and their joy was the
proof that they had understood:

G SISO TR EETS

ably give location to our thoughtss
and we speak of high and noble
thoughts as lifting us up, and _of
evil ones as lowering and debasing
us. Truly, since astronomers have
pierced the heavens with their
telescopes and revealed systems of
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suffer even to the death of the

cross had now highly exalted Him; & |
He set Himat His right hand i’ J'
the heavenly places, that at the, '
name of Jesus every knee should

bow in heavenand on earth:
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 homecoming of the Son

The Ascension was the joyful
to His
Father's house, the triumphant return
of the conqueror, and this was the
reason for the disciples' joy, - and

" for their being daily in the temple
praising God. The suffering and the
Y earthly ' life . had

pain of Christ’s AT -
thereby its final triumph, yet it
marks the beginning of a new
and spiritual reign until the powers

%% evil are finally ® destroyed .and
s Withdrawn He.

overcome on earth.
is from human sight, but He is
constantly present and a.,::t_i"ve thr?
ough His Spirit in the lives . of
men, for He has gone to p‘repa_re
a place for us, thatwhere e is,
there we may be also.

True Glory

The aged seer who gave to us
the Book of the Revelation, saw
the heavens opened,” and the majesty
of God's glory, and servants of God
about His throne who rest not
from His == service (Bevelation
7.15). And their praise is centred
in the Risen, Glorified and
Ascended Christ depicted still
as the Lamb that has been slain.

So the glory of God, in all its
nnapproachable light, shines through
the incarnate Son, Who retains for
ever the marks of sacrificial_love
and, His dying for ever the marks
of sacrificial love, and His praying
for us men and for our salvation,

How this changes all the stand-
ards which men value! It is not the
glory  of gold that glitters and
perishes, nor is it the pale loveless
Absolute of the philosopher- Tt is
the love of a Father that wwaits for
the return of His erring children:
it is toe love which sfoops to sind
and ‘heal the wounds of those who
fall by the way, and so must
crace this path of glory Wipwards
from Jesus: ‘Who taught the par-
ables of the Prodigal Son, and the
Good BSamaritan, and watch His
every act through his days of suffer—
ing, which were nevertheless steps
in the way of glory,

On the Very night before He
suffered crucifi_s:ic»n we are told that,
Jesus Knowing that the Father
pad put all things into His hand,
and that He had come forth from
God and was going to God, rose
from  the table, atﬂ_?r)oj_a towel

4

A muTesaloema

<+ .and began to wash the
dis, iples’ feét.

{ This is thé Lord who promises
Hi: presence to followers; it is He

WI> now guides us with His

cotasel, and will afterwards rece-

ive us with glory.
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